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Exploratory fieldwork In Valals

» Hidden field: need for a state of play

https://www.vs.ch/web/sas

* Framing Asylum system as a legal system
that produces lillegal citizen

« Some datas from the Canton’s statistics:
numbers, status, provenance (31.03.2017)

» Some theoritical approaches
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https://www.vs.ch/web/sas

Switzerland's policy towards Hes
foreigners and its asylum policy
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Asylum policy is based on Geneva’s convention, established in 1951by the
international community following the second world war and its atrocities.

Since 1951, the people who have to escape their country and come to
Switzerland to seeking asylum are supposed to be protected against
persecution on the ground of race, religion, nationality, belonging or political
stand.

In Switzerland, since 1st January 1981, the Asylum law (Lasi) grants asylum and
refugee status. The State Secretary for migration is the federal body that
decides an Application to the asylum seekers.

« The secretary of State for migration (SEM) decides wether or not to grant
asylum, as well as the removal of an asylum seeker. » (LAsi art. 6a al. 1)

Called before Office fédérale des Migrations (ODM), le SEM is attached to the
Department of justice and police (DFPJ) and is based in Wabern in the canton of
Bern.




An arbitrary system to ensure Hes
effective deterrence
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Since 1981, the LAsI concerns very few people Iin
Switzerland (1%) but has undergone many changes
across popular votes, (the latest on 5th June 2016) in a
tightening up of the rules

Due to Swiss federalism, each canton has a policy
leeway to enforce the federal law. As a result, the social
conditions and ressources for asylum seekers vary from
one canton to another

« ...where social assistance should be seen in a process
of social integration, emergency aid framed within a
deterred context further marginalizes people and
Increases their psychosocial distress (Sanchez-Mazas, _
[2011, p.111)




Asylgesuch bei CH-Vertretung
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. _ LIA e «~ /)] VALAIS
Demandes d’asile et personnes dans le processus d'asile

~ Personnes dans le processus d'asile (livrets F, N), au 31 décembre, en milliers === Demandes d'asile, en milliers
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Sources: OFS — PETRA, STATPOP; SEM — SYMIC © OFS, Neuchatel 2016
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Hes

SWiSS Context : 1 ,3% e e

«en

B

Since 2015 : increase in requests for asylum

2015, 39 623 requests in Switzerland, that is15 758 more than in 2014 (23 765 requests). » (SEM)

Conflicts in the Middle-east (Syria, Iraq,
Afghanistan), and Africa (Somalia/Eritrea)

In 2016: 4,9 requests for 1000 inhabitants -> 1,3%
of the entire Swiss population

- N permit (under request for asylum)
- B permit (recognised refugee)

- F permit (temporary admission)

- people pending deportation

European average: 2,6 requests for 1000
ingabitants (SEM).
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Situation In Valais, 03.2017

1%

B Centres @ Appartements O Placement
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* Asylum seekers
according to housing

Total: 2811

Centres: 434
Appartements (804): 2342
Placement: 35

(- administrative detention;
EMS, Youth social
centres; )

Situation: 31.03.2017
Canton du Valais g%
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Asylum Centres

Located at more than 1000 Nom Localite Présents | Places
Meters high: Foyer Ardon Ardon 40 60
Foyerde[Ours  |Les Agettes 20 31
€ Foyer Inalp: Vernamiége ( 1321 Fojer Bemadet.te Martgny 3 A
Meters,184 inhabitants) Le Temps de Vivie  {Mayens de Chamoson 04 75
® Le Temps de vivre: Mayens-de- L& Rados Sion 84 102
Chamoson (1350 Meters, 290 Sanaval Montana 19 7
inhabitants) Premier Aol |Sion 3 2
€ Sanaval: Crans-Montana (1500 it 3 m 0
metres d’altit.,, 6500 inhabitants) e _ eg' »
€ Foyer de ’'Ours: Les Agettes Foyer StGingolph  |StGingolph e
(1002 métres d’altitutde, 337 Foyer Inalp Vernamiege 36 64
Inhabitants Flichtingsheim ~~~ |Visp 56 60
Centre Les Barges ~ {Vouvry 2 38
EEED o |
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More families than singles &

4%

Families: 1’912
Single men: 483

Single women: 309
Unaccompanied
minors: 107

11%

68%

Familles M Femmes seules MHommes seuls [0 Mineurs non accompagnés
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Status

Status Total Enfants Potentiel

48%

41

42

Tf

36

|
\l

193

20

40

i

13

4

1316

42

%0

12

)

0

%

I

2

I

18

03

2’811 855 1’956

F+7=temporary for more than 7 years; F-7 = temporary for less than 7 years; NEM= non
entrée en matiére; RA = Asylum seeker; RAD = débouté (application rejected); RDM = cas
Dublin (multiple reugests); RR = recognised refugee.
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Cate go ries & status e cam

Catégoe ~ Totdl R F-Tans F+Tans MNEN RAD ROM R
Failes (1012 | &0 | w1 | w [ 3 | & | ®» | ¥
1
:

|
Fermessedes | N9 | M | R | A | 4 [ 1 0
Hommesseds | 48 | 20 | ® | & | B [ 4 | 2
Mineurs non accompagnés 107 | 56 5 | 1| 2 3
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School Age Children Unaccompanied minors

« Asia 328 (68%) « Asia 40 (37%)

« Africa 122 (25%) « Africa 66 (62%)

* Europe 34 (7%) * Europe 1 (1%)
484 107

E E Viviane Cretton




Hes-

Main nationalities, 31.03.201 7 &
« Afghanistan 571
* Erythrée 503
* Syrie 369
* |rak 198
« Somalie 182
* Serbie 105
e Sri Lanka 104
* Ethiopie 103

E B Viviane Cretton



: : Hes
Socio-economical status «ee

Financial status Working activities

Catéqorie: « Total presences 2811

e Children (->16 years) 879

o , « Potential workers 1932

o Assiste | 2233 . Total with activity 300
« Partiellement assiste 289
* Indéependant 254
« Détention 35
2’811

1 cateogrie used by Valais’administration
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Paradox : between welcoming Hes:
and deporting
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Asylum system in Switzerland is a legislative system, forced
by law, a deterrent apparatus

Asylum Act contradicts international Human Rights in many
aspects

How building up projects to better live together for individuals
with uncertain legal status, susceptible to being removed at
any time and temporary cast aside by the society ?
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